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they heard and read about the subject was not
calculated to rouse them to any great pitch of en-
thusiasm. The initiative was too often compared
to the right of petition, and not having derived
any particular benefit from this latter right, they
'attached very little importance to the former.

The comparison which is often made even at
the present day between the popular initiative and
the right of petition is nevertheless radically false.
According to M. Keller, there are four points of
difference between the two institutions.

(1)  A demand by initiative is a proposition made
to the people as the supreme legislative power.   A
petition is a request which may be addressed to
any official body.

(2)  A demand by initiative must be supported by
a certain definite number of signatures given by
citizens who are in full possession of their political
rights.   A petition may be presented by one person
only, and he need not necessarily be an -elector, and
may even be a foreigner.

(3)  A demand by initiative- is always concerned
with some question of legislation, either the making
of a new law or the repeal of one already in force.
Petitions may be presented on any subject.

(4)  The representative assembly is, not free to deal
with an initiative  demand as it pleases.    It may
examine the demand, discuss and criticise it, but
in the end it must go to the electorate.   The fate
of a petition  rests entirely in the hands of th<|
Chamber.1

1 [The difference has been well stated by Mr. Lowell, who says :
" A petition is merely a suggestion made to.-.the Legislature, which